Lexington Battle Green Area Master Plan Approved 3/1 4/2011

Lexington Battle GreenArea
Draft Master Plan

Town of Lexington, Massachusetts

Prepared by:

Lucinda A. Brockway
Past Designs LLC

Approved, March 14, 2011

Past Designs LLC Pagel



Lexington Battle Green Area Master Plan Approved 3/1 4/2011

Table of Contents

Table Of CONIENLS......uueiiiie ettt eeeeeees 2
EXECULIVE SUMIMAKY......iiiiiii it eeee ettt mmmr e e e e e ae s smmme e snnnnes 3
BACKGIOUNG.... ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e rmmme e e e e e e e e e e e e 5
LYoo [ [ i o] o PP PP P PP PPPPPPPPPPRPPPR 9
[T 0T U] L0 Fo T T 11
[ TS (o Tl = 7= Ted (o [ (o 11 o U 14
Character Defining FEAUIES .........cccuuiiiiiiiiiieeei et e e e 27
(10T [ o I d 1 o1 0] 1= RPOPP 31
ISSUES fOr thAASTEr PIAN.........coeiiiiiiii e e eeeeeees 32

Recommendation #1: Comprehensive Planning and AdviSomymittee 34
Recommendation #2: Comprehensive Iptetation and Signage Program 37
Recommendation #3: Linking the Battle Green 40
Recommendation #4: Statue and Monument Preservation 43
Recommendation #5: Accommodating Multiple Uses 47
Rules and Regulations

Recommendation #6: Unified Design Standards 55

Paving

Site Furnishings

Lighting

Vegetation

Focal Points and Views
Recommendation #Parking, Traffic Calming and Safe Pedestriaztédss 86

Recommendation #8udget and~unding 91
Budget
Funding Sources
Master Plan (GraphiC).........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e e e e e ennnnes 98
PrOMEY PIAaNNING......ooiiiiiiee e 99
(@] o [ox 11 ] o] o WSO TTRPT 101
BiDIOGrapNY....ceeeeeiiieeee e 102
Y o] o L= Lo Lo = O PPPUPRPRRN 107

Past Designs LLC Page2



Lexington Battle Green Area Master Plan Approved 3/1 4/2011

Executive Summary

The Battle Greerreais a complex landscape fabric of open space, buildings, graves,
monuments, signs, streets, site furnishings, vegetation and archaeological resources
shaped by our ctdral values over three centuries. It serves as town Common and
National Landmark, and as such, responds to the daily lives of Lexingtonians and the
singular visits of people from around the world. The goal of this Master Plan is to
provide the next imptant step in comprehensive planning for the Battle Graea

Based on the recommendations of previous reports and the data compiled from public
hearings and citizen surveys, this report offers recommendations for defining the Battle
GreenArea unifying its design standards, and providing guidelines for its-teng
stewardship.The Plan has beenaritten as a blueprint for guiding changes to the Battle
Green Area over the next1® years. It offers definitive recommendations for change
organized by sort, medium and long term goaldn other cases, such as parking and
traffic control, more study is required in order to make appropriate, informed decisions.
In these cases, the plan makes recommendations for additional study, presenting
information toinform and guide this additional worklhe Selectmen will ultimately be
responsible for final decisions presented in this document.

First, the Master Plan recommentdmadening the definition of the Battle Green to
incorporate the other public spacesuard the Green itselfThe proposedBattle Green

Area boundariesencompass the town owned properties and historic sites that surround
the Battle Green, including Belfry Hill, Ye Olde Burying Ground, the Buckman Tavern,
Lexington Visitor Center and the streets and streetscapes that enframe the Green. The
plan recognizeghe importance of the Battle Green gatewiaykose intersections where

you catch your first glimpse the Battle Green. Most importantly, this plan seeks to
understand the tools and techniques which can enhance the Battle Green as a special,
hallowed graind, distinct and unique from all other public open spaces in Lexington.

Second, lie historic overview includes images and photographs which inform the
landscape vocabulary of the Battle Gredgra and offersite-specific historic references

to inform aur choices for design standards. From this historic overview, character
defining features are identified that helpto understandhe featuresvhich are static

(remain unchanged) and variableogld be changed) within the Battle GreAmea
Guidingprici pl es define todayo6s cultural wvalues

To ensure comprehensive oversight of the Battle Grdesa, a Battle Green Area
Advisory Committee is proposed whose charge is to facilitate communication and help to
inform theBoard of Selectmeand the Historic Districts Commissiam their decisions
related to the Battle GreeArea It is this Advisory Committee that will take the
recommendations and action items identified in this report and move them forward,
including thecontinued support of ongoing efforts such as the interpretation and signage
program.
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TheMasterPlan analyzes the opportunities for linking the Battle Green to its surrounding
historic resources and to its larger role within the Town of LexingtortrenBattle Road
corridor. The Plananalyzes existing site conditions, including paving materihiks,
condition ofmonuments and memorials, vegetation, site furnishings and signage. With
an understanding of its past appearance and its evolution otégedsreatments, the
Plan establishes design standards for these elemedtthe budgetary requirements for
their implementation. Opportunities for linking private and public funding sources
follow to support these implementation efforts follow.

Thoudh many recommendations for specific changes within the Battle Guessnare
identified, the issue of parking, traffic calming and safe pedestrian access requires further
study, and should be the next step in preservation planning for the Battle Aszen

This study is crucial in creating a safe, accessible blending of people and vehicles in this
busy village center.

Accommodating multiple uses within a | andsc
town common and a national shrine is a complex weavimpgeople and place. The Plan

reviews the existing Rules and Regulations governing activities on the Battle Green and

makes recommendations for revising these rules to recognize the expanded definition of

the Battle GreemArea and to offer changes that dfg appropriate uses and their
enforcement.

Finally, the Master Plan prioritizes the recommended changes for the Battle Green Area
into short, medium and loAgrm goals. These priorities will help to organize and
effectively implement the recommendatsoin this Master PlanThe Board of Selectmen
retains the authority to reprioritize these recommendations and approve changes as
proposed in this documenilhe Historic Districts Commission will need to approve all
recommended design changBgquestsdr funding and changes to budget and timeline
will have to be brought to Town Meeting for public vote since they are the appropriating
authority for all fiscal expenditureBy enhancing the beauty and meaning of this sacred
space, reinforcing its symboliand spiritual values, unifying its vocabulary, and
enforcing its appropriate use, the Battle Gr@esa can claim its rightful place as one of

our most important national shrines whé@merican ideals and owfefinition of freedom

were createdand as Lexngt onés Town Common where the
individual citizens is celebrated
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Backaground

As part of a statavide town commons grant initiative, Walter Cudnohufsky Associates

(2001) prepared a series of recommendations basedpublig charrette designed to

gather and focus citizen opinions about the Battle Green. The study was a result of a
Historic Preservation Grant from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Management. Among the twernsix town commons assessed during thetesvide
initiative, Lexingtonds common was unique
purpofkeeobiggest challenge identified by t
being a central public open space for town, the Battle Green is a natluma, an

i mportant historical ma r k € rAccording to the $tuely, be gi nn i
the biggest single issue needing attention was to identify and enforce appropriate uses for

the Battle Green. Part of the study included a public chanmttghich Lexington
citizens identified the highest priority as
consistert Theannepoot al so i dent i f-Hased t hat
coordinated stewardshi p ddfradtuned approatheThe cr eat i r
two solutions proposed by the study were to 1) create a comprehensive planning effort

and 2) to create an oversight committee with the authority to coordinate all decisions and
integrate community viewpoints. Their final tep was received by the Board of

Selectman on May 1, 2001.

h

In the years that followed, citizdad interest groups continued the process of developing

a Master Plan for the Battle Green. New signs were proposed for the Battle Green and
many extraneoustreet and safety signs were removed. Monuments in Ye Olde Burying
Ground were conserved, and conservation of monuments on the Battle Green is proposed
for 2011. In 2009 the Sadtmenauthorizedhe Tourism Committe®llow an approved
planning process work with all interested staff, committees and citizens to propose a
comprehensive plan for approval. The master planning process was to be inclusive of
every citizen of Lexington who wished to be consulted. As part of this effort, a eitizen
led working group created a survey and gathered data and comments at multiple public
hearings held throughout the community. This data and several public meetings
throughout the Master Planning process shaped the decisions presented in this Master
Plan.

In 2010 the Community Preservation Committee appropriated $25t608ave the
Tourism Committee hire a consultantgeepare a master plan. Past Designs LLC was
hired in September, 2010 to prepare the Master Plan.

The Goals of the Master Plan were to:

1. Decide whado we want the Battle Green to be?
a. Currently used for historic, recreational and as a meeting place. Are
all those uses appropriate? If so, how do we balance those uses?
b. Should it only be a Historic representation of the Battle era?
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Do we see it as a Tam common for multiple purposes?

Should it be a place that accommodates periods of special

significance/layers of history?

e. Other suggestions[After much public input, the Master Plan
recommends that the Battle Green continue as both a Town Common
and an mportant historic site, with activities appropriate for both]

2. Create a Master Plan that includes broad community input and contains
immediate, intermediate and lotgym visions.[One public charrette and
open working group hearings were held in prepanatiof this plan; the
working group surveyed 324 individuals and held 19 information gathering
sessions with Town organizations and events; A draft of the Master Plan was
uploaded to the Town website for public review and comment; Prioritized
goals for the Mster Plan are included in the final pages of the Master Plan.

3. Develop an annotated bibliography of all prior reports/resources on the Battle
Green[This bibliography is included at the end of this regort.

4. Review the Battle Green Rules and Regulatiomd iacorporate an updated
set for approval as part of the Master P[@ndraft recommendation for Battle
Green Area Rules and Regulations is included in this report but approval of
the Master Plan does not include approval of the suggested changes to the
Rules and Regulations; Approvals for any changes to the Rules and
Regulations will be done by the Board of Selectmen under separate]action

5. Identify a funding strategy including public and private funding sources to
implement the plan[A proposed budgebased on recommendations found
with the Master Plan has been preparedthis report as well as a list of
potential funding sources. Changes to the report recommendations will
necessitate changes to the budgat;annual Town Meeting appropriation
will be required for any Towfunded portion of this Master Plgn.

6. Put in place a stewardship structure/oversight committee to ensure the plan is
followed. [The Master Plan includes a draft recommendation for a Battle
Green Area Oversight Committee for considetian by the Board of
Selectmeip.

7. Obtain approval of the Selectmen and possibly Town Meeting as the guiding
document for decisions regarding the Battle GrE€nis Master Plan is being
sent to the Board of Selectmen for approval. A funding appropridion
immediate needs has been proposed for FY 2012.

oo

The process was designed to include regular reports back to the Board of Selectmen, to
be a broad and inclusive public process, to be a thorough review of prior work and
reports on the Battle Green,chto look at models used by other communities.

Specifically, the Master Plan needed to address the following specific questions. The
answers to these questions, found in the document which follows, are briefly addressed
with the brackets [ ] following e question:

1. What area should define the Battle Green@. the Green itself, the area around
the Tavern and Visitor Center? Ye Olde Burying Ground? The streets
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surrounding the Green?) Tlie Master Plan has identified a boundary
surrounding and includig the Battle Green and its adjacent, publidywned
areas]

2. Who will be the oversight committee to help the Selectmen ensure that the
Master Plan, once approved, is followed™hd¢ Master Plan includes a draft
charge for theAd HocBattle Green Area Advisp Committee]

3. What uses should be allowed on the Battle Gredih® [Master Plan includes
draft revisions to the Battle Green Area Rules and Regulations for consideration
by the Selectmen.]

4. Should traffic be diverted from the Battle Gre@nea? [Traffic and parking
iIssues in the Battle Greegirea are complex and could not be solved easily with
the scope of t he Actady sfyparking needs sn Lexiogtonr ac t .
Center was underway during the preparation of the Master Plan. The Master
Plan recommends that this study be expanded to include the Battle Swesen
and that parking and traffic issues be considered in their entirely as part of this
larger, comprehensivieaffic planning study.

5. Are the secalled temporary traffic islands worg, and if so, would they be
made permanent?he traffic islands are working, but should be considered as
part of the larger traffic and parking study identified in questidgn 4.

6. What issues should be considered regarding the Statue? (Should flowers
continue in the water trough? Should the statue be moved back from the road?)
[The Master Plan recommends that the Hayes Fountain be restored to its original
condition, including a working fountain/water trough, and that flowers be moved
to the base of the gtee and other appropriate areas of the Battle Green Area.

7. Should parking be prohibited around the Battle Greditffs[issue is related to
guestions 4 and 5, and will be decided upon completion of the traffic and parking
study. The Master Plan does recoemu thatif parking is changeno parking
spaces be eliminated, and that adequate provisions are made for free parking
spaces and bus parking within the downtown area within a short distance of the
Battle Green]

8. Should the Belfry be moved back to the tBatGreen? The Master Plan
recommends that the Belfry remain in its present locdtion.

9. What about the Meeting House? Should that be represented on the Green
through a replica, footprint or other mean¥hd Master Plan recommends that
the current monumenis sufficient reference for the Meeting house. The Battle
Gr e eroléas a contemporary town common supersedes any effort to interpret
it to a single historic event or historic efa

In addition to providing answers to these questions, the MastenBé&ded taddress
issues related to the followinthpse are addressed under their appropriate headings
within the body of this document]

1. Design coherence, including recommendations for light standards, trees,
landscaping, pathway materials, benchesyuments, memorials, and signage

2. Traffic plans

3. Appropriate uses, including games, picnics, tours
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Tour buses

Parking around the Battle Green

Flagpole

Maintenance schedule

Other Tourist enhancements

Connectivity to adjacent areas, especially Lexingienter.

©oNOOA

The recommendations that follow were designed to create a unified vision for the Battle

Green for the next-20 years and provide the framework for what the area should look

like in 50 years. Its successful implementation, however, will reqog@pproval of the
Selectmerdesign review byhe Historic Districts Commission, the funding support of its
citizenry, and its i mplementation by Lexingt

This document is intended to serve as the next milestone in planning and stewardship of
the Battle Greenas the town looks to celebrate its 808nniversary. Based on the
Cudnohufsky report and its subsequent citizen input, the report seeks to take its citizen
directed findings and turn them into a plan of action that can appropriately teide t
management and governance of the Battle Green into the next decades. The pkan create
an effective vehicle for change, and for consistency in its stewardship, that recognizes
that the Battle Green needs to continue to evolve to meet the needs df lmitizenry

and its visitors while protecting its significance as a national landmark. Rather than
creating a static preservation plan, this document is intended as a blueprint for
stewardship thatrovides clear direction while remainiag dynamic agds subject and as
impassioned as its overseers.
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Introduction

Located at the physical and spiritual heart of Lexington, the Battle Green serves as both
town common and national shrine. Events in 1775 transformed this meeting house green
from commonly held pasture and muster ground to battleground and graveyard,
catgulting its importance from a physical space to a natishahe This green space is

more than a public park, it is a landscape imbued with symbols of patriotism and the
national ideals that were born here. As such, it is a sacred and spiritualreflaceng

the cultural values that shaped a nati6et the Battle Green serves an equally important
role as Lexingtonbés Town Co mmrenmonumentaplu bl i c
events of twentyfirst century life are embraced.

Residents of Lexington wlerstand the special significance of the Battle Green. Each
community member can relate the moment when they were moved by the symbolism of
what happened here. Yet their daily lives move in and around this special space as
casually as in any other Maskasetts community. ThBattle Green continues its role

as a town common, though its significance requires a higher standard of care and scrutiny
to ensure respect for the events that occurred here.

Lexington is founded on a call to community action. sd€h, its long tradition of an
individual 6s right to express opinion and v
that cares deeply about its public spaces, and the rights of individuals to shape its policies

and standards. To this end, this mastanphas been developed as a product of its

citizenry and their opinions about both the physical appearance of the Battle Green and

its longterm governance.

Today the Battle Greeis a compilation of walks, plantings, greensward and monuments,
blended ina complicated web of buildings and streets that define Lexington center
Monuments and memorial markers from 1799 to the presgrnihg up through the
greensward.Small picnics and casual games mix with historic tourke surrounding
buildings serve & house museumsisitor center family homes, local churchespwn
library and public hall. Tourist buses and visitor cars pulse along the streets which edge
the Battle Greerslowing frustrated citizens driving the course of their daily lives. 1t is
this ebb and flow of daily life in Lexington which remains consistent throughout its
history, though its pace has quickened with its rising population. This was a New
England community founded on farming, family and church not unlike other
Massachusetts taw when the events of 1775 changed the course of history and brought
Lexington from obscurity to national focus.

The recommendations that follow wetesigned to create a unified vision for tBattle
Greenfor the next 510 yearsand provide the framewio for what the area should look
like in 50 years Its successful implementation, howeweil) require the approval of the
Selectmenendorsement byown Meetingthe support of its citizenry, design review by
the Historic Districe Commission andits implementation byhe Battle Green Advisory
Committee.

Past Designs LLC Page9



Lexington Battle Green Area Master Plan Approved 3/1 4/2011

The jurisdictionalauthority for theBattle Green is clearly definedAccording to Town

By-Law, the Board of Selectman governs its use, and enforces its rules and regulations.

They hold the ultimate responsibility for its care and its manageméimder State

statute, lhe HistoricDistricts Commissioncontrols its appearance (except for landscape
plantings). The Historic Districts Commi s s
views of the Board of Selectmen in neas under its jurisdictioh In addition, here are

many groups and individuals who have an important stake in the Battle Green and the
activities that occur therélhe Tourism Committee is responsible for managamgl
promoting its visitation. The Cary Memori al
its archives. The Tree Committeaiorks with the Superintendent of Grounds to manage

the tree program Other town committees serve their individual rol&@he Chanber of

Commerce runs the Visitor Center. The Lexington Historical Sometyages Buckman

Tavern though a lonterm care arrangememwith the Town of Lexington The

Lexington Minute Men, the British f0Regiment of Foot, the Town Celebrations
Committee,abutting homeowners and churches, and neighborhood associations are all

deeply affected by decisions made about the Battle GrElea.Town staff is responsible

for design, installation anthaintenancef its landscapeits roads, and its infrastructure.

Managed by committee, with policies shaped by its citizenry, this national shrine is a

complex piece of real estate

The Battle Green and its surrounding historic properties is a very special place, different
from other public parks and recreational fields in Lexington. As such, some activities
and events might not bas appropriate heras they are in other public open sps
Building a cohesive and coordinated design standard for thisracgead inits historic
landscape vocabulary, can help to visually define this area and set it apart from other
parks. Enforcing its rules and regulations will enforce its properamkrespect.

The chapters which follow guide the coordinated stewardship of this important resource,
andthe area that surrounds itlentifying specific improvements to sensitively furnish,
interpret and protect the Battle Green and its users. Irtlualee specific
recommendations for site improvements, including proposed treatments for lighting,
interpretation, path surfaces, parking, pedestrian access, monument preservation and
vegetation management designed to meet the needs of the BattleAGraéor the near
future.To retain its vibrancy and its relevance over the long térechapterghat follow
provide guidance forstewardship.This document is a blueprint for change; its
effectiveness will be measured by stewardshigy the Board of Selectmeits funding

by Town Meetingand outside sourceandits design review by the Historic Districts
Commission
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Boundaries

One of the first tasks given to the Worl
Group was to define the limits and scope of
the area tobe covered by thdBattle Green
Master Plan The Battle Greenand the
adjacent historic propertiethat contribute to
its enhancement need protectiofthe Battle
Greenhas been defined by several different
boundaries in the past.

The National Landmark designation (1962
included only the land found within the
boundaries of Bedford Street, Massachusetts
Avenue and Harrington RoddThe Lexington
Battle GreenNational Register District (1976)
expanded the Lamdark boundaries to include

the properties immediately adjacent to the
Battle Greenand did not include Belfry Hifl.

By 2008, the Town of Lexington Historic
Districts had expanded the Battle Green
Historic District to include properties from
Worthen Roado Winthrop Road along the spine of Massachusetts Avenue and extending
a short distance down Hancock Street, Bedford Road, and other adjacent streets,
including Belfry Hill. Other historic districts were designated along Massachusetts
Avenue, extendinght historic district designations east to the vicinity of Hillside
Avenue’

Fence, Ye Olde Buiryg Ground, Lexington

Today visitors are encouraged to explore the Battle Ghkeemfrom the Visitor Center to

Ye Olde Burying Ground to Belfry Hillto tour the property with the Battle Green Guides

and with the Liberty Ride®and to visit the three historic houses operated by the
Lexington Historical SocietyBuckman Tavern, the Hanco€Karke House (36 Hancock
Street) and nearby Munroe Tavern (1332sb&chusetts AvenuelBuckman Tavern is
owned by the Town of Lexington and operated by the Lexington Historical Society; the
other two properties are owned and operated by the Lexington Historical Society).
Citizens of Lexington renact the April 19, 175 Battle and hold other appropriate
ceremonies and events here, all carefully monitored by the Selectmen to ensure respect
for its national significance. As land held for the common good, the Battle Green
continues to serve as the site where memberseofdmmunity can voice their opinions
about government policies and regulations, a sacred spot where the voice of the people is
carried to those in charge. Today Bettle Greens a complex blend of history, sanctity

and public voice.

After careful déberation and public commentie recommend thdhe boundaries of the
Battle GreerArea be defined by historic context and visitor experienc&arting at the
corner of Clarke Street and Massachusetts Avenue, the boundaulesrun as follows:
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Southwesdown Clarke Street to the property boundary of Belfry Hill

Encircling all of Belfry Hill, following the property line from Clarke Street back

to its intersection with Massachusetts Avenue

1 Northwest along the residential side of Massachusetts Avenuedimgl the
street, sidewalk andght of way along Massachusetts Avenue

1 Crossing Massachusetts Avenue and following the street, sidewalk and right of

way at the intersection of Massachusetts Avenue and Harrington Road

Turning down the lane to Ye Olde BurgitGround

Encircling all of Ye Olde Burying Ground, following the property line around the

entire property and returning up the entrance lane to Harrington Road

1 Northeast along the residential side of Harrington Road including the street,
sidewalk and rightf way along Harrington Road

1 Crossing Bedford Street and Hancock Street, including the street, sidewalk and
right of way at the intersection of Harrington Road, Bedford Street and Hancock
Street

1 Turning southeast off Hancock Street and following testern edge of the
Bicycle Path from Hancock Street to Meriam Street, including all of the-town
owned land between the Bicycle Path and Bedford Street

1 Turning southwest along the Visitor Center side of Meriam Street to its

intersection with Massachusefisenue and across Massachusetts Avenue to the

corner of Clarke Street at the place of beginning

E |

These boundaries include the Battle Green itself, the roads borderinBétike Green
(Harrington Road, Bedford Street and Massachusetts Avenue), BelfryYidilDIde
Burying Groundand the land located between the bike pattd Bedford, Hancock and
Meriam Street including Buckman Tavern and the Visitor Centérhe Battle Green
Area boundaries do not include the private properties do include all towsowned
property adjacent to the Battle Greehhe boundaries were carefully drawn to include
the intersections which mark the gateways to the Battle Green (Harringtbn Rd
Massachusetts Ayéiarrington RdBedford Street; Massachusetts Aedford Street).
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. Oldet™ )

w2 Burying
LiGround

Byckmarks
Javern -
5 Visitor

Master PlanBoundaries, Lexington Battle Green, 2010
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Historic Background

Land and Buildings

Lexington was settled in the mid 166006s by
to farm the | and knoWmenr rasdents Gexame frustchtgdewittF a r ms .
the long trip toCambridgefor Sunday meetingthe community petitioned the General

Court for their own parish. A small meeting house was built at the junction of the roads

to Bedford and Concordon the present Bé¢ Green)in 1692 and the Town of

Lexington was incorporated in 1713As the town grew, common land was purchased

adjacent to the meeting house (1.5 acres in 1d@fd,1 acre in 1722) to expand the

building which served as public meeting house &ndshp space, to construct a school,

and to use th€ommon for public purpose$

In Decemberl773 the LexingtoMilitia was formed and adopted as its oath the pledge

still sworn by todayds company and written
fi € Werust in God that, should the state of our affairs require itshadl be ready to

sacrifice our estates and everything dear in life, yea, and life itself in support of the
common causeCommmomMeat he hpar s ¢ludasgrobnd,uasde |, a t a
residential housebegan to shape the town cente@n April 19, 1775 the @mmon

became the site of conflict between British soldiers and colonial militia, launching the
Revolutionary War.Throughout the 19 century land subdivision and residential and

commercial development continued around the common, creating a dense, compact town

center.

Ar t iresditions Battle of Lexington, from an early"2@entury postcard

In 1761, Isaac Stone presented a fbundred pound bell to the townA belfry was
constructedon he hi | | bel onging to Jonas Munroe ('t
moved to the common in 1767 (it was located in two different spots on the common

during its tenure therayhere it summoed the militia to th&Commonon April 19, 1775

When the new meeting house was erected in 1794, the Belfry was sold to the Parker
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family and moved to their farm in South Lexington. They used it as a woodworking
shop. The meeting hous&asdestroyed byife in 1846. The new church, constructed in
1847, was located on a new site overlooking @memmon (First Parish Church)The
earlier meeting house foundation was filled and seeded to lawn. As the town evolved,
other religious institutions were estabkshin Lexington. Today five churches are
visible from the Common and Belfry Hill.

On April 18, 1891the belfry was given to the Lexington Historical Society and placed

back on Jonas Munroeds old hill, where it w
belfry wasdestroyed inthe gale 0of1902 An exact replica was built in 1910, and the

Daughters of the American Revolution placeplagueon the common commemorating

the belfryds |l ocation on the common®™ The be
century bell; no one seems to know what happened to the original Isaac Stofte.bell.

Throughout much of the ¥9century the battle site continued to function as a New

England traditional town commoain an ill-organized public space of casual paths and

pasture. In the early nineteenth century, it is described with a hollow oak stump in its

center. On November 6,280 t he town committee reported t
feet] around the Common, And that a fence wi

In 1806 a new road to Bedford was laid out, separating a triangular piece of land off the
Common to form a grassy island where gresent Bedford Street and Hancock Street
intersect:®

In January, 1840, the town voted to fence the Common with stone posts and wooden rails

at a cost of $350. In 1847, when the First Parish Society built their new church and
vacated the Common, thewi:@m voted to dAfence, |l evel and
C o mm o~h Hisioric images from theighteenth andiineteenth century illustrate the

Common as a treedged open pasture ringed by stone post and wooden rail fence. At the

end of the century, the Commaoaverted from pasture to hayfield; the hay was auctioned

off each year to a lucky town resident.

The first photograph for the Commom snage dated 1865hows the haying operation;
the Common continued to be ringed by its granite post and wotdzrail fence.
Massive elms shaded the streets along the edge of the Common.
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Lexington Town Common, c¢. 1865 (Lexington Historical Society

Lexington Common, c. 1875 (Lexington Historical Socig
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